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EXCURSION ~ NEWS SI TERT 


Apr 8 Tropical Queensland - Dr F Harrap 


Meeting 
Meeting May 6 Geology of Ballarat - Dr R Ramsay 
Excursion ‘Pr9 (Sat.) Durham Lead Gravel Reserve. 
; . Inverleigh Common - L Conole, Dr K McDonnell 
Excursion 


May 8 Geology of Ballarat - Dr R Ramsay 


Heotnest as Seecinied are held 

i : ‘ at the School of Mines and 

Sonetry Pe et bas Ph: Industries, Lydiard Street Sth, 

= : natal Art Building, commencing at 7.30 

reasurer: Mr inns p.m. EXCURSIONS, AS SPECIFIED, 

Editor: Mr A Dyson COMMENCE FROM BOOK CITY, cnr 
STURT. AND ARMSTRONG STS, BALLARAT 
at 9.30 a.m. for FULL DAY OUTING: 
OR at 1.30 p.m. for HALF DAY. 


ield Reports: arch Meetin 


Margaret Tonkin: Echidna scen on edge of Canadian forest at end of 
Spencer Street. 

Lyndsay Fink: Fox population of Victoria is estimated to be 5 million. 
Found throughout the state including the metropolitan area. 

Pat Murphy: Tortoise observed at Lake Wendouree. Ivy-leafed duckweed 
Lemna trisulca flowering at Lake Wendouree (the flowers 
_are smaller than a pin head which demonstrates Pat's 
thorough observation). The herbarium has identified the 
daisy found at Clunes during the November excursion as 
Brachysome debilis. The plant occurs infrequently in 
Victoria. 

Del McDonnell: Dead platypus found on the bank of St. Georges Lake. 

Ken Hammond: Flock of 30 Galahs flying in south-westerly direction over 
Wendouree. Unusual to see a flock as large as this in 
Wendouree. 

Avis BArlow: 30.Galahs around dam at LalLal near dusk. 

Frank Harrap: Wombat Forest observations of Red-browed Treecreeper, 
Satin Flycatcher and Rufous Fantail. 

Florence Willliamson: Spotted Turtle Dove at Ballarat North. 

Kit Williamson: Pair of Grey Currawong at Ballarat Grammar School. 

John Gregurke: Immature Grey Butcherbird singing in gum tree at 
Wendouree. 2 


DIARY DATES 

Tuesday Apr 12. 9.30am at Pat Murphy's . To visit 
Lepidium planting at Mollonghip and Anchor plants at Lal Lal for 
inspection and weeding. Bring lunch and strong footwear. 


Sunday 22 May. Trash and Treasure at Ballarat Showgrounds. All 
contributions gratefully received. 


_ Wednesday 27 April, 7.30pm - Committee meeting at Pat Murphy’s. 


Saturday April 9 Excursion to Durham Lead and Inverleigh. 
Meet at Civic Hall carpark (cnr Mair and Armstrong Sts) at 1.30pm. 
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ORCHIDS of the BALLARAT DISTRICT 


No. 16 in a series.. 
Botanical Name: Acianthus pusillus 
Common Name: Small mosquito orchid 


Ce  D 


Flowering time: Mid May through to October 


Acianthus pusillus is widespread 
throughout bushland to the south of Ballarat 
but is less common in areas to our north. 
It prefers damp, shady places in a variety 
of soils and habitats. 

This small slender plant grows 
up to 12cms high, with a single heart shaped 
leaf which is green above and reddish-purple 
beneath, clasping the stem just above ground 
level.The terminal raceme of 1 to 15 tiny 
flowers, each subtended by a small ovate 
bract, is usually a light brown colour 
with red, green or purple markings. The 
dorsal sepal ends in a prominent ~ 
slender point; lateral sepals are 
narrow, acuminate and sometimes crossed ; 
and gland tipped; labellum ovate-lanceolate\ 
3-5cms long, has 2 basal glands anda 
short pointed apex.The column is curved 
forward with a small concave end. 

This orchid is similar to 
Acianthus exsertus, a more robust 
plant which has larger flowers, the 
labellum is longer and the base of 
the lamina is truncate-cordate. ACIANTHUS 


PJM. PUSILLUS 


LORS OF ANTARCTICA (continued ) 


We passed by Fram Bank, an area estimated 
to contain the largest assemblage of icebergs. 

One was 3 miles long, most were only small, but 
very impressive and fantastic shapes. It was 
interesting to relate the shapes to man-made 

or natural things. At this time of the year most 
were caught in the fast ice. 

The helicopter took off to find another 
Emperor Penguin Rookery. We could get there if 
we could get throvgh an ice barrier. From the air 
4+ would have looked possible. We ploughed through 
what looked like 18" thick ice. After many hours 
we were let off on to the ice and we were not half 
way through. We were given champagne and the 
temperature was -70C. The inquisitive penguins 
came to look at this phenonemon. It took us 23 
hours to turn around before we could retrace our 
steps. 

Next day we had a white-out all day so I 
decided that this was the day to see the engine 
room. It was spotless, everything is computerized 
these days. The Kapitan Khlebnikov has 6 engines 
and 3 propellers. 

We visited the Chinese Base Zhong Shan. 
weddell Seals were using the water holes in the 
jee. One of the passengers wanted to see what 
jt was like in a seal hole! 

We had another barbeque on the ice thenl 
chose to go to Amanda Pay to see another Emperor 
Penguin Rookery. We were not allowed off the 
ship without our down-filled j akets as the 
weather can change so quickly. This day we were 
over-dressed, I even wore a sunhat and I only had 
this because I had been to Africa before starting 
the cruise. The temperature was 150C and the 
penguins were very distressed with the heat. 

“ia While waiting for the personnel of the 

Aurora Australis to finish unloading supplies - 

for Davis Bavis Base we were taken by zodiac to 
an Adelie Penguin Rookery. Penguins were going in 
all directions robbing stones from: nests and 
carrying the stones to their nest - such a 
commotion! ' 


4 


Skuas hovered overhead, waiting for an 
exposed egg. When they have the egg they fly 
a few feet up and then drop the egg, suddenly 
there is more than one skua having a meal. 
We had a few hours looking around Davis Base. 
It was snowing adding to the already built-up 
ice which supported the container-like buildings. 
They are replacing the buildings. The 
laboratories are very modern - this was the first 
time we had to remove our boots. 

A small group of us were taken to an Adelie 
Rookery where: a girl was doing research on the 
effect-of tourists on the penguins. We were to 


behave in a most un-tourist-like manner. We x 
wondered how much stress was put on the penguins 
when they had the device to record heart beat was 
attached. One can see by the white in the eye 

if the penguin is distressed. The girl had 
elaborate equipment including a solar panel. 

We all thought she could have studied something 
else to gain her PhD. 

One hundred feet above the sea we were served 
champagne on an iceberg. Then we headed for home, 
the icebergs became fewer, our last iceberg 
has a blow-hole, not often seen, 

Imagine a place as big as the US and — 
Europe combined, 

Sunnier then California, yet colder than 
the freezing compartment of your refrigerator, 

Drier than Arabia and higher than ~ 
mountainous Switzerland, 

Emptier than the Sahara. 

Only one place in the world fits this 
description, 

It is Antarctica, 

The strange but beautiful Poe at 


f the Earth. 
the bottom o Joseph M. Dukert. 


SEA COAST EXCURSION 6th MARCH 1994 


We assembled in Anglesea on a dullish morning. The tide was in 
our favour allowing a well exposed rock platform at 

Urquhart's Bluff to be explored. Several species of 

sea-weeds, representing the three groups, were identified, and 
Sea Nymph (Amphibolis) antarctica distinguished. Various 
shell—bearing animals and starfish were noted. An almost 
complete skeleton of a stone fish was found among the 

debris of the tide line. We watched a white-faced heron, 
successful on the reef, fly up to the cliff top, wrestle 

with its catch and finally begin to consume it. © 


The group moved on to Airey's Inlet to view the fossil- 
bearing sandstone in the cliff there. When the sediments 
that were to become these rocks were being deposited, 

some 35 million years ago, Australia laid about 900km 

to the South of its present position. The geomorphological, 
climatic, floral and faunal changes that have occurred . 

in that time would make an interesting study. 


Angahook Forest was next on the list. The visit to the 
bird hide yielded only two birds on the swamp. However 

a walk along part of the Ironbark Trail produced a few 
species of birds. One or two plants were in bloom, 
notably native heath, Epacris impressa, and a brachyscome. 


We returned along the Bambra road, noting that a public 
amenity, a camping site, was suffering considerable neglect. 


K.McD 


THE AGE SATURDAY 5 FEBRUARY 1994 


Legwork 


The thread snagged on my cheek 

just as a stray lens of sun 

flicked into focus the sketchweb strung 

at improbable lengths between banksia leaf 
and maple twig. Under construction 
and that’s torn it. 


Coming home I see 
shes pegging away, the stay-ties 
no safer but newly aligned, 
she’s legging it up and around 
Jrom bamboo to postbox and oak. 


Each day is to spin out her lifework. 


The postman, the cat leaping for butterflies, 
some clumsy brute of a me 

passes. She absorbs her ruin 

and pegs the true pattern again. 


ATLEEN KELLY 


Thanks to Margaret who found this poem in The Age. 


Australian Native Mammals. ~ | XX J 


Order Diprotodonta, Super Pami D Anes 
Family Burramyidae. acter ra aee oozoldea, 
Feathertail Glider. do vat ek ceil Se 

r ta Ks - . 

: : years before a Livin’ one 
was found, from a recently f.und fo-ril skull. 
Rane hana oneeee Cou 
insects, the Nountain P SrA e REST pee nimal So 

19) Pysmy Tossum may store seed 
as au Winter reserve. 
One has a webb of skin between the legs and ithe 
body allowing it to volplane like the Gliding’ 
Petaurids, but whereas these have busny tails, a 
ratner clumsy aerodynamic device, this one has tail 
that is markedly two dimensicnal, with long stiff 
hairs either side tc create a membrane like steer- 
ing structure, a related genus is found in, Nes 
ines, ; : 
The molar teetn of Burramys have low, rounded cusps, 
associated with "diet of relatively scft material. 
They construct nests of leavers and snredded bark 
usually in hollows, s%me are used communally. 
Because of their small size they have difficulty 
in maintaining a hign body heat, however, when 
their food intake is insufficient they have tne 
capacity to enter periods of torpidity, breatning 
slows down and the animals are unresponsive to 
normal stimuli, this should not be confused with 


hibernation, Le: 
end have litters 


Most Burrymids have four teat v 
up to four. Because of their small size and larg- 


ely inaccessable habitats,excepting the Mountain 
Pygmy Possumn, the rest seem to be in satisfactory 
ony 


numbers P e 
Elfin. Dy?" 
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Feathertail Glider ; sh 


